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The Liquidated Farmer's Plight.
lu his annual report the Secretary

of Agriculture discusses at length
the plight of the American farmer,'
and there is nothing more important
for the country than a clear under-:
standing by the public of just what1
It is that now ails the farmer. The
trouble with the farmer's business,
his living and his state of mind at
this crucial juncture is not the price
of wheat or cotton or even corn. The
trouble with the farmer is the price
of other things which lie does not
produce but must buy to continue his
farming and to keep body and soul
together.

Agriculture is about, the only thing
in the whole United States which has
been thoroughly liquidated from abnormalwar inflation. Hut because
other commodities, compared with
the farmer's crops, have been scarcely
deflated at all there is no purchasing
power left in his harvests. Secre-1
tary Waij.acf. saj's on this point: "In
times past some of these crops have
sold at lower prices per sale unit ex-1
pressed in dollars and cents, but prob-
ably never before have our farmers
generally been compelled to exchange
their crops per snle unit for such
small amounts of the things they
need."
What he means is that in the days

before the gross inttation which came

with tho war the farmer, although
his corn might be worth only CO
cents a bushel in Chicago, could buy
a good pair of shoes with six bushels
of that corn; now it takes llfteen or

twenty bushels of his corn to buy
iht same kind of shoes. Ninety cent
heat used to buy fuel for the farmer

la the West at the rate of six or

eight bushels of wheat for a ton of1
coal. Now, with dollar wheat, twelve
and even fourteen bushels will not;
L«y him the ton of coal.
What is true of shoes or clothes

or coal is also true of harness, wag-1
oas. implements, tools and other n

equipment. It is true of tho lumber!,
l.nll.lifKre rt v» ,1

hardware and paint for them. It is
true even of transportation. ':
The farmer's corn at 45 cents in

the primary market at Chicago does
not mean an actual 45 cents to him.
It means, when the freight and elevatorcharges have been taken out,
20 to 25 cent corn. Before the war ;

inflation period 45 cent corn in the
primary market meant 30 to 35 cent
orn to the farmer. Dollar wheat,)!
which in reality is now 70 or 80
cent wheat for the fnrmer, was 85
or P0 cent wheat before the transpor-
*stion charges were about doubled
up on the farmer.
The farmer cannot prosper when

it takes half oi what lie gets for his
corn to land it in his selling market.
Tho farmer cannot live when his
crops will buy for hiiu only half the1;
necessaries of life they bought for
him in the pre-war years, when no-.

body dreamed thut he was getting
too much of a return or even enough
of a return on his labor, his investmentand his risk in the business of
feeding the nation.
And when the farmer cannot make

a living the country cannot prosper. 11
When the 13,000,000 workers on the 11
farm pet nothing out of their labors

si ij 1 in tlie general buying mar-

the country the bottom must
out of the e general markets.

h« ountry's fundamental purchas-|i
i tower, which begins with what

iui. .i out of the soil, must be able
to exercise itself or there is no rhtinee
for any other purchasing power to
be effective or permanent.

Iiut restoring the farmer's purchasingpower does not call for putting
torn up from is r<-nts in Chicago to
the war inflation figures of $1.75 a

bushel again, and wheat from $1 up
to $2.50; cotton from 17 cents Up to
30 cents a pound and cattle and hogs
from $7 and *10 up to $10 and 122 a

hundred weight. The farmer knows
now and everybody knows that when
food prices go skyrocketing every-
thing else goes even higher. The
economic problem cannot be worked
out that way.

VVhof the farmer's crucial situs-Hen

iloes call for, precisely like the Ronoralronsunier's situation, in a »leflatlonof abnormal routs u 11 along the
line. Then the fanner's bushel of

i

corn or wheat, his bale of cotton, his
hundred weight of cattle or hogs will
buy for him the implements and the
goods he must be able to buy if he
is to stay in the business of feeding
the nation and is himself, with the
proceeds from the sale of his crops,
to put purchasing power into the generalmarkets of the country for the
l>eneflt of other producers.

Setting History Straight.
The decision ol Mayor IIyi^an's

Commissioner of Accounts, Mr.
Hibsjikifxi), to make a comprehensivestudy of American history with
a view to correcting the school books
is momentous, dust as Mr. Hylay
distrusts "art artists," so Mr. Hibsu-i
nixn is suspicious of historical his-!
torians. Xo experts for him; alono
he will breast the tides of Time.
An ordinary man might consider

the careful inspection of American
history the task of a couple of life-
times, hut not so Mr. Hiksij field.
Trained under that swift grasper of,
all problems, Jon.v F. Hyla.y, the
Commissioner of Accounts will dls-j
pose quickly of debated questions,
"Several weeks, perhaps months," is!
ilie time he allots to the job; hut of
course this is modesty, caught from
ilie Mayor, lie knows he will do thei
trick in a few days.

Six volumes of Hildreth before
breakfast; eight of JrsTix Wtnsoe,
digested at the luncheon table; three
ot Edward Chanxcto as an ante-'
prandial cocktail; a couple of John
Piske'h as a nightcap, and Commis-j
sioner Hirshfjei.d will have put in
what for him will be a light day's
reading. »

For the next morning there will
be six volumes of Sir George Tbe\elyan, read in the subway on the
way to work; a few of Pakkmax's
while waiting in the Mayor's antechamber;eight tomes of MacMasteh's
writings (luring the tea hour. That
evening the student should choose
between nine volumes of Henry
Adams and twenty-eight of Albert
Bishnf.ll Hart; he ought not to(
dispose of both between dinner and
bedtime. But of course Mr. Hirsh-
field is different.
A third day might include the re-1

mainder of Fiske, Wharton's "Dip'omaticCorrespondence of the Revolution,"and tho complete works of
John Adams, Benjamin Franklin
and John Jay. Mr. Hirshfield
may think that this is letting him
down too easily, but much collation.
i". necessary in this particular group

ut books.
On the fourth day the Commissionerwill pick up loose ends, runningthrough the complete works of

Bancroft. Roosevelt, Lodge, Rhodes,
Wilson and Riddatit. Two days of
the week will be left for the dicta-
ion of a monumental one volume
school history of the United States.
Tt should correct all the errors of the
ancients, read like Mac at lay at his
best and be as modern in view as

Mr. Wells's "Outline."
When Air. Hirsiifield gets through

we shall know which island San Sal-1
vauor reany if. ur uui woi-uamrs
land in Bushwick?

Collegians WhoWork TheirWay.
The latest annual report of the

Vale Bureau of Appointments disclosesinteresting facta concerning'
students who depend upon their own

exertions to pay their way through
the university. Judging from Yale
alone, the number of these plucky
young Americans must be large. Out
of Y'ale's total student enrolment of
5,2212 in the academic year 1920-21'
no fewer than 1,296 were self-sup-j
porting.
There is no reason to believe that'

i'ale is exceptional in this respect.;
It probably represents about a fair1
average of American institutions of
higher education. In that case, the
total of these self-supporting college
students in the Union would mouut
far up into the thousands.

If all the colleges and universities
are as liberal in their encouragement
of such students as is Yale there is
little room for criticism. Not only
does Yale give direct help iu free or

greatly modified tuition fees as prizes
for excellence in scholarship, hut it
also advances money in the form of
long term loans to self-supporting
students who are able to meet not!
too exacting conditions as to charac-;
tor anu seriousness or purpose.
In addition to this the Bureau of

Appointments is something in the
nature of nn employment agency
where, for a nominal fee, n student
seeking work by which to earn some

portion at least of his expenses may;
be reasonably sure of being placed
In some term time or vacation occu-'

pation that Is more or less remuner

itlve. Naturally many students are;
successful In getting employment by.
their individual efforts. The earningsof these do not appear in the;
Appointment Bureau records. Omit-
ting this undoubtedly considerable
sum, the amount of money received
by students as revealed by the bureau'sbooks was $151,356 for the
year covered by the last roport. Say-;
ing nothing of vacation work, the
term lime earnings of students'
ranged all the way between $100 and
$200, earned by fifty-three men, to
from *1,000 to $1,700, earned by four
men.

My way ot gauging t.ne mental at

titiule of the students who ar» tack-|
ling tlie task of paying for their edu-f
ition l).v their own luiril work the

bureau sent out a questionnaire to
which it received 1,273 answers, rep
resenting about 40 per rent, of the
entiie university enrolment. From
tlie replies it appears that 35S stu
dents did not and 13S did have great
difliculty in earning their expenses;

I

THE NE
also that 339 would and 143 would
not advise a student of limited means
to attempt to earn bis way through
Yale; also that 284 had not and 224
had been obliged to sacrifice much
which they considered worth while
in order to earn expenses.981 optl-
mists to 503 pessimists. An optimistmajority of nearly two to one.

Obviously the self-supporting studentsof Yale are taking hold of their
jobs with a cheerfulness as abundant
as the jobs are various. They range
all the way. these jobs, from furnace
stoking and waiting on table to en- i:
gineering and accounting; from runningnews stands and soda water
fountains to music and tutoring;
from laundry work and 9Uit pressing
to salesmanship and railway mail j!
clerking. There Is hardly a field of j1
minor activity in which these young,
men of grit and go are not repre-;'
sented. No task seems to he too laborious,no avocation too humble to
daunt them. j i

All honor to them. They are a
credit to themselves and* to theirj
country. By sheer force of energy
and will power and meticulous thrift
they are forcing the portals to nil,
the higher fields of learning. It Is j1
not merely a book education that
they are getting. It is u training!
in self-denial, in self-reliance, in per-1
sistency of purpose of vast poten- j1
tial value in the life struggle that11
is before them.a training the omls-
sion of which the non-self-supporting
student only too often has occasion
in after years to lament.

Has the Worm Turned? j<
It is surprising to be informed

that so popular a novelist as Fanny
nuttST lias protested against the
tilm version of a recent work of 11c- Jtlon which a cinema company acquiredfrom her. It was not the ]
first time Miss UntsT has sold her
work to producers of moving pic-
tures. She must have been familiar 1

with their methods. She knew of
course the sort of thing they turned
out as the finished product. Conse-
quently the inevitable question in!
reference to the novelist's protest is,!1
What in the world could they have
done to her ' Star Dust" that she had 11
to disown the screen version of the;,
novel?
Only a few weeks ago a picture

play founded on the work of a popu- ^lar novelist failed to interest even
the patrons of the cinema palace
who have found pleasure in the me- ;clianleal succession of hackneyed
pieces that swing before them dur-j1
ing the year. Yet this work bore
the name of a writer who has a

number of successful novels and at
Innnt tnro vilnvrc. to Uo.. I-

order to explain the cinema's short-!
comings it was said that the changes;
ordered by the censorship had proved,
fatal. The explanation appears to
have been correct, at least in part,
Some treatment, whatever it may
have been, proved fatal.
Yet authors who have often expe-1

rlenced the not gentle ministrations
of motion picture scenario makers
have not rebelled. The cinema com

panies pay their money and it has;
been their recognized privilege hithertoto take their choice. What the
nature of that choice has been the;
photo ploys have demonstrated. There
has been a long list of famous names;
on the screen. Pinero, Baku if. and
other British dramatists have been!
exploited by the film factories, but
with only their names to suggest the,
eminence of the writers. i

English and American authors
have hastened to Hollywood for the
sake of selling tlieir wares to photographers.They have seen the
ghastly repults. Whatever their emo-

tions may have been, there was al-
ways the solace of gold to compen-|
sate for any blows to their pride,
The manufacturers had paid their
money and used the goods they;
bought. So it was the duty of the;
authors to acquiesce in whatever
result may have followed.
These precedents make all the,

more surprising Miss Hrusr's pro-!
tost against the version of her novel
presented in the pictures. As a result
of her complaint authors may here-1
after take the trouble to inquire in'
advance what is to be the fate of the,
works tliey sell, as well as to have!,
n, definite understanding as to the1
amount of the check which the
cinema manufacturer is to present.1!
lias the reported lack of interest in
the moving pictures forced the mnn-!j
ugera to reduce the size of these
famous (hecks? And is the pride of
the authors increasing proportion-'1
atoly? |

Our New Crop of Investors, i

Rapid and extensive distribution j
or gilt edged capital issues In recent',
months brings to hand new data on 1

the realignment nnd broadening of 1

investment channels in this country1
since the war began It has been>
estimated that before the war Eu-!,
rope owned about five billions of!
dollars in American securities and'
mortgages. This figure If correct is
approximately four times the total
capitalization of the United States1,
Steel Corporation, including its:,
storks, bonds and notes and all other
obligations funded or unfunded. It:
is a quarter of the value of nil the!
Ainerienn railroads put together. L

In paying for war materials and
food Europe sold back all its Invest- 1

ment holdings and borrowed billions
i.; uuiiuid auuiviwumi «»*7

United States Treasury took promis- i

sory notes for ten billions of Kuropennadvances, but this was shifted
to the American investment market
through Liberty and Victory loans.
Somethiug like three billions ofdol/
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lars in private foreign loans not
placed through our Government also!
were bought here.
Meanwhile the change which oc-l

r-urred in the distribution of domes-
tic bond Issues was as remarkable
as the shift from a debtor to a!
creditor position in the international
ffcld.
In the ten years prior to 1914 of

all the American railroad bond and
at/wlr fesnoa hrnnvht mit it fa o«H.

inated that Europe took fully 50 per'
rent. Including industrial issues and!
public utilities it is estimated that|
Europe bought approximately 30 per!
cent. The remaining 50 to 70 perl
cent., depending on the kind of issue,
was placed almost entirely in thej
Middle Atlantic States, the rest ofi
Ihe country seldom having taken
more than 10 per cent, and In some

cases not that much.
The history of several hundred

bond issues x>laced in the last year
*nd a half, with all Federal GovernTentloans left out of the reckoning,
reveals an altogether different state
of affairs. Europe has disappeared
almost completely as a purchaser. Ita
place has been taken by an all around
expansion In the investment capacity
of the w hole country.
The Middle Atlantic States still

predominate, and from 65 to 90 per
cent, of all issues are sold in this
territory. But the Central West,
which was a negligible factor in
'arge bond transactions before the
war, now takes an average of about
10 nor POTit nf rill snpti onnitnl omin-

jioiis, and sometimes as high as 20
[ er cent. New England buys an avsrageof about 8 per cent, and someiimesas high as 17 per cent.
The Southern and Gulf States and

Lhe Pacific States, where bond participationsused to be as rare as icebergsoff Tahiti, have forged ahead
intll their quotas now range between
3 and 5 per cent. In the Mountain
Hates 1 per cent, is the average
illotment of all bond issues.
Accompanying this wider distribu-

Jnn !q fhn 1 nnrnaun/1 /InmonH fr\r*

bonds of smaller denomination.
Where before the war one hundred
lollar pieces were scarcely ever seen

,hey are now provided in nearly all,'
issues. ,

Bond buying capacity lias been en-1
lanced by the larger bank resources
n the various sections of the coun-
:rv and the wider spread of incomes.
Hut the incentive to buy emanates ,
'rom a habit now established.the
investment habit growing out of the
liberty Loan campaigns and the 1

placement of foreign bonds here.

Inspect the Wood Lot.
Every man who owns a wood lot

iwcs the country as well as himself
in obligation to look over his trees
vhen winter opens. Those showing,
;lgns of decay should be marked for
reatment. Dead branches should be
emoved and other first aid should be
ldininistered which in the days when
:imher was plenty would not have
aeon considered worth while.
The amount of iirewood that may j.

ie obtained from dead and fallen i,
;rees on even a small lot is aston-
shing. Hours which might otlier- j1
vise be wasted will be well spent on;
t with axe and saw. Early winter j'
s an excellent time to plan planting
)f young trees to take tho places of;
:hose that have gone, as well as for
selecting growth to be eliminated
vhere it is too thick to permit
lealthy development.
The once general custom of cutting

mly the trunks of trees for firewood
resulted in the loss of millions of
lords of wood that might have been
aken from the tops, which were left
,o rot upon the ground. The unusual'
light of a load of wood being hauled
ra a wagon by a team of horses j]
hrough Forty-second street near tho
Irand Central Terminal revealed the;'
lact that in at least one wood lot

*

?conomy was being practised, as
learlv all of the load was made un

)f limbs. I'
Unless the strictest. ''are is used

n the preservation of what timber!
ko now have and precautions are

,aken to replant our cut over lands i

>ur children's children will know1
lothing of the comfort of a hearth |
piled high with blazing wood.

First Tom Collins was famous;
icxt, Eddie; now. Michael.

Under the four Power agreement pot
'orward by the statesmen at Washing-1'
:on the Pacific Ocean will be obliged !'
o live up to its name as it never has
jeforc.

A stiitablo Christmas present for!'
f*ollce Headquarters would be copies of
he Federal and State Constitutions.

A dozen men have started from the
United States to move a mountain
vhich annoys Rio de Janeiro. In a
rear or so we may hear of an ^cpodllonof a score of engineers departing
io bring the North Pole into New'
fork harbor to temper the summer
lent. j

j I
On a Pntr of Grecian Sandals. j1

Perchance these trod the moss of Ar- 1,
cady, I,

Or wandered through the grove of
Academe,

Or loitered whore the silver aspens,J
glonm

Seside the rippling, blue .rKgean Sea:
\nd Sappho may liavo worn them, or

maybe
Rgeria onre bent these leathern

thongs
Tiptoe to hnrken to the lyrie songs

)f prowess of brave lads of Thessaly.
But now In a museum's esse they stand
As fair for use as centuries ago,
Tet nevermore will they of beauty

know
Save when in tlhls remote and modern

land
Youth, with a dream hid In its dewy

eyes,
Bends over them with conjuring surmise.

Chaiu/otte Becker.
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Pedestrian and Motorist.
The Old Fashioned Bale for Safety

on Country Highways.
To The New York Herald: My old

fasldonod rule for avoiding automobile
accidents when walking on the highway*
la keep your faco toward the danger and
your feet close to the gutter so that
when one of those reckless drivers
comes along you can take to the stone
wall for safety.

I have il few friends who insist on

standing on their rights on the highways.The answer to that Is that most
of them are now standing on crutches.

l.<et the pedestrians In the country keep
their faces toward tho danger, keep their
eyes and ears open, wttlh safety first for
their motto. An Old Hick.
New York, December 10.

Responsibility of Drivers.
To The New York Herald: Automobilesare becoming more and more a

menace to pedestrians on the streets. It
scims unreasonable to allow such rates
of speed as are permitted in the city
streots and a reduction of the maximum
would undoubtedly lessen the number
of accidents. But a more rigid plating
of responsibility on drivers would bo
much morn effective.
The uverago driver appears to rely

on pedestrians to keep clear of his machine.It should be no excuse for him
that the victim of an accident stepped
from behind some other vehicle or obstruction,as it Is his business to see

that his way is clear and that his car
is under such control that he can avoid
a person who does Just that thing. In
such accidents the pedestrian is the victimand never the aggressor, and It is
the driver's duty to see that such things
ao not nappen. u. s.

New York, December 10.

Lore for Housekeepers.
ill Inclusive Dictionary Printed in

England About 1840.
To The New York Herald: In 1S40

or thereabout periodicals were publishedin Kngland under the title "Dictionaryof Dally Wants," for the compilingof which credit was given to 178
authorities for the articles therein. There
jre speclflc directions for everything one

can Imagine, from "cakes calling for
twenty eggs each" to the building of
dams.
In tha cookery department alone there

are many hundreds of receipts, from
broths to desserts, of which none so excellentis now in existence. The collectionteaches how to sew, ride, play all
ard games ; fencing, the deaf and dumb
language; the duties of a blacksmith,
>f a servant, of a nurse and of caring
for tho sick; the raising of dogs, hogs,
bees, chickens: all about ploughing, and
in fact everything from tho rearing of
i calf to the malting of wonderful perfumesand toilet accessories.
These periodicals were carefully laid

islde as they were published, alphabeticallyarrangc-d from A to 55 and put
Into book form under their original title
"Dictionary of Dally Wants" by my
grandfather.

Henrietta Dkh Monnisox.
Xbw Tonic, December 10.

Our Nurse Militia.
New York Hhn a Trained Force!

Hendy for an Emergency.
Ttin Vmitr Vftoi- ITon .ttm WUV

reference to the plan to train a nurse
militia which Dr. John Dill Kolierteon,
Health Commissioner of Chicago, claims
to havo developed effectively nt smalt
charge for use In epidemics. It may be
of interest to know that a force of
emergency nurses' aids is already being
trained in New Yorlt city at a nominal
charge of $2.1>0 to the pupils taking
the training and no expense to the city
whatsoever.
For the last three years the NewYorkcounty chapter of the American

Hod Cross through Us teaching centre
has given free instruction in homo nursing.The course is a simplification of
standard nursing procedure adapted for
use in tho home, nnd consists of fifteen
lessons. At the conclusion of the course
Sf thi» flfiulrnt tho ovnmlnn tfon

with good standing she receives a certificateto this effect by the American
Ited Cross.
In the last three years 7,312 women

in New York have received Red Cross
home nursing certificates. At the presenttlmo 1,233 women are under ln"truotion.The names and addresses of
ill these women are on file In the office
jf the Red Cross teaching centre at 24
Fifth avenue and available for use In
case of a city epidemic such as llie two
epidemics of influenza in 1918 and 1919.

During; the first epidemic this force
sf emergency nurses' aids had Us first
mil and a large number of the women

save valuable service to private and
municipal hospitals and dispensaries and
n assisting the visiting nurses in makingtheir rounds. Three of them contractedinfluenza and died au a result.
At present women who have been

trained in home nursing by the Red
Cross arc serving as nurses' aids iti one
of tho municipal hospitals where the
regular complement of nurses is not
complete. Some are volunteers, giving
lull time.
In addition to the women trained in

home nursing 570 women have completedthe course In food selection offeredgratis by the teaching centre. Fifty
are at present receiving Instruction. The
Lralnlng given Is puoli a« would qualify
for service In a soup or diet kitchen
during an epidemic.

FmcDEitntA FAnr.Br,
Director Red Cross Teaching Centre.
New York, December 10.

Price of Stamped Knveloppx.
To The New York Herald: Your correspondent"W. P." of Spokane, Wash.,

is mistaken about tho price of stamped
i.nve ones tie says forniorlv von eo«M

purchase eleven two cent stamped envelopesfor 23 cents and now* four coat
nine cents. The fact Is that eleven two
rent stamped envelopes cost 24 cents, a
raise of only one cent. The price for
four remains at nine cents, as before.

W. (' De \Vttt, Postmaster.
Kikoston. December 10.

AllpRfd Change of Mind.
To Tmk New Yohk Herai.d: The Sullivanplatol law should ho at onco repealed.The late Timothy D. Sullivan

told mo shortly before lils death that
the law was a mistake and he waa going
to work for its repeal.
Aa It la now, law abiding people do

not go with pistols and thugs do.
Ct.AHBNCE D. LlVET.

Nfw York. December 10.

\ HiippT Bankruptcy.
Mi". Knlcker.'Words fall me.

Kntcker.Then declare u moratorium.

t

12, 1921.

! Denby Silent c

^Annual Report Does Not
but Backs Up Condu

Wabhixoton, Dec. 11.. Secretar;
Denby, In tils flrat annual report, mad'
public to-day. announces that he ha
"no recommendation to make at tht
time relative to the naval establish
ment." A proposed future policy To:
the navy Is embodied In the Americai
proposal to the arms conference, bu
Mr. Denby omits any reference to this
His only statement as regards the con

fercnco is a recognition of "the nrduoui
and excellent work" performed by th<
navy general board and individual nava

officials in the preparation of lnforma
tlon preliminary to It.
The naval budget for the next flsca

year already hag been aubmitted to Con
greas. It is baaeil upon the old policy
of "a navy second to none" and contem
plates continuation of the constructloi
of nine battleships and six battle cruls

which would be scrapped under thi
American proposal for the limitation o,

world naval forces.
The total of the budget, $431,754,000

Is $-64,000,000 lees than the original es

tlmales, Mr. Denby'a report discloses
the reductions having been made as t

result of conferences of naval official!
and budget officers.

In this connection Mr. Denby says th<
department "Is fully alive to the demunt
of tho country for economy, and In ordei
that all persons connected with tin
naval establishment should realise theli
responsibility in the matter order!
have been Issued to Insure their fulles'
cooperation In preventing uneeonomlca
use of naval supplies and funds, ellmln!atlng waste and securing the full valu<
of each dollar of the public money spen'
in the operation and maintenance of th<
navy."
The Xaval Secretary's report, as we!

as those of tho various bureau chlefi
which accompany it, is devoted to a reviewof the work of the navy during
the last year. Some space Is Riven tc
pcacettmo activities, the Secretary declaringthat naval patrol detachment!
In Asiastlc and Near Eastern waters
"are constantly Involved in preventing

The Speech of the Sea.
All yesterday the sea was sapphire fair
And the waves told, with little rippllnj

glees,
Of ships that sailed, and then returned

to bear
Their golden argosies!

But ah, to-day the sea is ashen gray.
And cea3eiessly has sobbed unto tin

shore
Of those ill fated barks that sailed awaj
And came again no more!

Clinton Scollaiid.

Aid for American Ships.
Should It Be Given by Subsidies 01

by Preferentinl Duties!
To The New York Herald: In yon:

paper of December 3 appears an artich
from Washington under the headlini
"Harding Will Urge Ship Subsidy Need,'
one paragraph of which says:

One of the obstacles toward preferen|t'a! treatment of American vessels by tho
Government lies in a cerles of treaties
negotiated with other maritime nations,
forbidding such action, and although the
merchant marine act of 1910 contains
mandatory instructions that all such
treaties be abrogated President Harding
Is expected to Inform Congress it Is Inijpossible to enforce that provision of the
law. Ar an alternative to this It Is exneetedthe subsidy oollcy will bo ad-
vanced.
The act In question is the merchan

marine act of 1920, Section 34, whiel
in pari declares "that in the .ludgmen
of Congress articles or provisions li
treaties or conventions to which tli
United States is a party which restric
the right of the United States" to dis
criminate through customs duties an*

tonnage dues in favor of the goods car

ried in American vessels and the ves

sels themselves "should be terminated
ami the President is hereby authorize*
and directed within ninety days afte
this act becomes law to give notice t*
the several OJovcrnmcnls, respectively
pa:ties to such treaties or convention!
that ao much thereof as imposes an]
such restriction on the United State
will terminate," Ac. It is very cleat
therefore, that it is not intended t*
abrogate the treaties, but merely «to t*

modify them as to relieve this countr;
of the restraint now imposed in respec
of preferential customs duties and ton
nago dues.

In preparing his message to Congress
on December C President Harding appearsto have misread the provision ol
the merchant marine act of 1920 ir
saying:

Amor.g other things provided to enCourasoour shipping on the world's seas
the Kxecutive was directed to give noticeof the termination of ail existing
commercial treaties in order to admit
of reduced duties on imports carried In
.American bottoms.
There is the greatest difference bo

tween the complete termination of i

scorn or more of treaties and their modi
fleation in a single particular.
The President in his message speak*

of "a chaos of trade relationships" tha
would follow the complete abrogation o

those commercial treaties, which, hi
says, "would add indescribably to thi
confusion of the already disordered
commercial world." But the mere mod
lflcatlon of these treaties, such as Chi
Jones act provides, would not, I nu

sure, cause the President to predict re

suits, so serious. Who was eonseloui
of tho modification In these same treat
ies made to give effect to the seamen*'
act? There was neither "chaos" noi

"confusion," nor would the modlfleatloi
the Jones act provides cause any.
When tho seamen's act was approve!

by President Wilson on March 4, 1915
It contained a provision, almost identic*
hi wording, to the effect that It was th<
'purpose of tho United States so to mod
ify these same terminable comtnercia
treaties and conventions as to relicv
thi3 country of the requirement of ar

resting seamen deserting foreign ship
in our ports and relieving foreign Gov
crnments of the requirement of arrest
Ing seamen deserting from our ships 1:
their Dorts. The President was direetei
to give notice to the nations with whlcl
we have these treaties of stich Intentloi
within ninety days, and President Wilsoi
did as directed, the treaties wore modlflei
and effect thus was given to the pro

It islons of the seamen's act that abol
Ished rrrcsts for desertions from ships
Tne Identity of the two provisions He
in the purpose of this Government t
modify, not to abrogate, these tormina
ble trade treaties.
Between the passage of the seamen*

lot and the expiration of the nlnet;
days fixed In Section 34 of the merchun
marine act of 1B20 President Wilson dls

I covered that Congress did not have th
right to direct his action In matters af

>n Navy Policies D
Mention Arms Conference,1

ict of Marines in Haiti. *
coll

y strife and protecting persons and In- wlr
e teresta In case strife begins." r

Reporting to the I'resident on the re- nig]
B) suits of his visit to Haiti and Santo rrj;,'
s Domingo, Mr. Denby says that personal- t0.(

ly ho has not the slightest doubt that shh

r the occupation of those countries by the win
marines is being carriad on as well as coj(1 possible and that he "is convinced that un(J

t It is being conducted liindly and shil
firmly."

"I have no question," he adds, "that
our Government has brought benefit and Ilor

s rendered great service to the two re-
e publics since their occupation by our' \\
1 forces. The constant and exaggerated thu

criticism of the naval administration j?®'renders the execution of our mission '*£!
more difficult, and I hope we shall be1 the

1 free from this particular handicap in the *011

near future."
Secretary Dcnby writes that since as- h»K]' sunilng office he has given close per- tub

- sonal attention to the administration of tv/c

, justice In the navy with a view to min- "ll'

lmizlng injustice and reducing punish-
ment, and that In the near future rec- i,}!

s ommendations and modifications in the a«>
f regulations governing this mutter will

be submitted "to carry out further the ru%,
policy I have outlined above." moi

' Reporting on his visit to the Atlantic the
- fleet, the Secretary says: "It was gratl- 10

, fylng to note the fine condition of ma- JfJ'1
L terial afloat and the high morale of tlic vali

officers and men." He concludes his re- upp
5 port by expressing "my admiration for te"

and my confidence In tlie commissioned
5 and enlisted ranks of the navy and Atl
1 Marino Corps, whose unswerving fldel- whi
: lty to duty merits the approval of their c,ul
9 fellow countrymen. They think first of Si1,"
r country, then of the service, and last
51 of self." 0,
t 3
1 INDIAN HAHDOIl IXIB DINES.
j Special Despatch to The Nbw Yokk Hwau.p.
t Greenwich, Conn., Dec. 11..The an- A£'
! nual meeting and dinner of the Indian Alb'

A tlf
I| Harbor Yacht Club was held last night imi
i at Pickwick Arms Hotel. Arrivals at 51*"Boa

Pickwick Include Mr. and Airs. Kelsey But

J McArthur, New Haven; Mr. and Mrs.
. Warren D. Orvls, Dr. and Mrs. L. Buer- cl>li

cylg\
s ger, New York; Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Abby, Den
) Brooklyn; Mrs. G. F. Hurd and Mlse Del
f Betty Hurd, Cedarhurst, It. I.

Jacl
I Kar

fecting treaties, and he declined to give l.os
the notices, as President Ilurding has

\ also declined, and so this section of the okli
mercliant marine act of 1920 remains

,i a dead letter. It is a well established p0r
fact that Congress lias the right to abro- P°r
gate treaties. Many times it lias excrcbedthat right. Whether Congress can San
direct the executive branch of the Gov3crnment to carry out its purpose in such St.
respect I do not claim to know.

r Tno main point to emphasize, therefore,is that it is not "impossible to enforcethat provision of the law," and gar
uiat vvniit la yroposeu l.s not me "u»

abingation but merely the modification
of our terminable trade treaties and con- Wei

r ventlons, Just as they were modilletd at
Congress's direction at a very recent recc
dace sl'°'

8 /
r The President stated that Congress u j
e provided for tlio termination of the 10 "

8 treaties "in order to admit of reduoed ]^>j
' duties on Imports carried in American

bottoms." He i3 quite mistaken; that j!! j
was not the reason. The Underwood a r
tariff provides for a 5 per ' ent. reduc- j'(lion of the duty on imports in American a
vessels, which the Supreme Court de-1
clared would not become effective until
the commercial treaties were abrogated
or modified. Automatically, therefore, **
the Underwood discount might tempo- a
rarliy become effective; but the object con

of tlioso who framed the Jones act was eon
to Impose higher duties on imports in M
foreign vessels, and fliigher tonnage dues £!°j

t on foreign vessels, jnat as we did for Tin
i over sixty years in pre-civil war times,
t and Senator Jones months ago Intro- o!S
a duced a bill providing a 5 per cent. Bro
e extra duty on dutiable imports and a 2 tnt,<
t per cent, duty on non-dutiable imports Hot
- in foreign vessels. ofN
1 In closing permit me to say that it Nni
- was the policy of tho United States from ai^'-] 17S9 until 1850 to protect American inK
I,: ships in foreign trade by imposing a den

1 higher duty on imports in foreign ships 17T
r than was imposed on imports in Ameralean chips, and to collect higher ton- p

nage taxes from foreign than were col- Hci
i, lseted from American vessels. This polrIcy was in full forco from 1789 until spl
s 1815, and it was gradually suspended l-'n

, thereafter until, in 1850, such suspension If"!
a became general. Tho suspension was clai
9 effected both by terminable trade treaties
r and conventions and bylaws. So if the 8ta
t treaties and conventions arc modified
- as provided in Section 34 of the mer- p.,,|,

chant marine act of 1920 tho old policy log)
i does r.ot automatically again go into!S:,',;

effect. It is still necessary to repeal tho
f such laws as also help hold it in sus-

i pension. What Congress manifestly
pianneu was 10 ci^ar me way lor inn r

reapplies tlon of the early successful n'^j
American policy of discriminating Irn- A;,'
port duties and tonnage dues If it d<*- j,1'
sir-' 1 afterward to do so. j ir
The strength of the old discrhninat-

ling duty policy lies in two important u.j
facts: 1. It gives protection to Amtrl- f'1
can ships In competition with foreign

1 shlim through the same Instrumentality Iny,
- that gives protection to such of our

other products as arc subject to foreign P
» con.petition, and without taking a dollar
t from tho national treasury; in fact. Tlf Where It fails to aid our ships It In- bor
n creaseH our revenues. 2. During the ^"'whole seventy-two years preceding our p.
1 civil war. In sixty-one of which this ohl j""1

policy was In full or partinl effect,
5 American ships averaged the carriage M
i of 80 per cent, of our Imports and cx-ports ; foreign shipH, despite every rctal- str<
g latory expedient their Governments could
-1 apply, averaging but 20 per cent, of our |,y
' foreign carrying. !
r Isn't that a whole lot better than to Mr
1 attempt to pay from jr.0,000,000 to $100,- sin

000,000 a year In subsidies direct from ^J 'the national treasury to our shipowners. Km
at a time when the nation Is staggering "

1 under Intolerable debts, with deiicita tac- j,\r»
8 Ing us on every hand and depression In
" business about the worst we ever have *[,!1 experienced? Auexandbu H. Smith, 'ill"
8 Roshbank, December 10. !

. it''
* Chance for Change In reeling.

From the Brown Count]/ (Kan.) World. m,
Don McKee, who is welt lilted by every str<

n one In his neighborhood, 1ms taken up aaxo-
J phone playing.
1 - Brfl

n Tlio Chrlstmn* Star.

^ With eager eyes wo scan the void gl>f
In search of the unknown, t

To see If star or asteroid j rlv
Shall make Its being shown. Mr
I. Mil

" And if nor plate nor telescope Wi
0 A presence can detect.

Still selenco rests Its certain hop#
On proof of the effect. '7o,

s

y And though we son no ray afar, T
t No gleam conies down to men, to

By peace we know the Christmas Star J!*r(
e Is shining once again. ncv

McLahdbvnan Wilson. t
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aily Calendar
THE WEATHER.

ror Eastern New York.Rain to-day,
ier to-night; fair and colder torrow;strong west and northwedt
Ida.
or New Jersey.Rain to-day, colder to-

, . w », J'Ulll.V lliuuy Uliu l umni j
»h to strong went and northwest winds,
or Northern New England.Haiti or snow
lay, to-morrow generally fair and colder:
rtlng winds, becoming fresh northwest
ids.
or Southern New England.Rain to-day.
lor to-night; to-morrow partly cloudy
colder; fresh to strong soutlnvest winds,
tiug to northwest,
ot Western New YorK.Unsettled and
ier to-day, probably light rain or snow
norrow, cloudy; fresh to strong west and
thwest winds.

'ASHINGTON, Dec. II..The disturbance
t was over Florida yesterday morning
red northeastward and was off the Now
[land coast to-night. Another disturbance
coiifckicrablu Intensity was central over
lower laku region, moving rapidly easrtheastward,and a third of considerable
nslty was over the Canadian northwest,
ilng eastward. Pressure has remained
li west of the Rocky Mountains. Generally
weather has prevailed during tho last

nty-four hours, except that rain foil iti
north Pacific States, portloiu of tli»

thern lake region and the upper Missis;>tnnd the Red River of the northern vali.The temperature was above" normal toalmostgenerally. It was decidedly se
tlio plains States, tho Rocky Mountain
ion und the Canadian northwest,
here will be considerable cloudiness torrowand Tuesday in the States east of
Mississippi River, and rain Is probable

norrow in tho middle Atlantic States, and
;i or snow in the north Atlantic States,
lower lake region and the upper Ohio

ley, and snow or rain Tuesday In the
icr luke region, Ohio and Indiana. The
ipurature will tall to-morrow and to-mornlglitIn tho luke region, the Ohio Valley,
inessee anil the mlddlo Atlantic and nortli
antic States, and it will become some
at lower to-morrow night in tho east
f and south Atlantic States. It will not
nge materially Tuesday east of tho
sisslppl River.

bservatlons at United States Weather

inty-fjfth meridian time:
Temperature. Painfall
last C1 Ju s. Baro- last -1

atlons. High. Low. meter, hrs. Weather.
lone 74 58 30.04 ... Clear
any 42 3+ 20.58 ... Clear
uitlc City.. 48 3(5 20.(10 ... Pt.Cl'dy
timore .... 50 40 20.64 ... Pt.Cl'dy
narck .... 38 30 20.82 ... Cloudy
ton 46 38 29.54 ... Clear
falo 40 34 29.50 ... Cloudy
Innatl .... 50 48 20.56 ... Paining
rleston ... (12 42 29.04 ... Cloudy
tago 42 30 29.62 .26 Paining
eland .... 44 34 29.52 .02 Paining
ver 62 32 30.04 ... Cloudy
rolt 40 32 29.50 ... Paining
voston .... 64 48 30.08 ... Pt.Cl'dy
ena 56 54 20.88 ... Cloudy
kaonvllle... 66 42 29.94 ... Pt.Cl'dy
tsas City... 64 42 29.88 ... Clear
Angeles... 80 66 30.22 ... Clear

tvaukec ... 38 36 29.64 .06 Cloudy
Orleans.. 70 48 .80.02 ... Cloudy

ihoma .... GO 54 30.02 ... Cleat
ladelphla... 48 38 29.66 ... Clear
ftburgh ... 44 36 29.06 .02 Paining
tland, Me.. 42 32 29.54 ... Cloudy
Hand, Ore. 60 54 30.06 .20 Paining
Lake City 46 40 80.38 Cloudy
Antonio... 72 68 80.00 ... Clear
Plego 74 (14 80.20 ... Clear
Francisco 58 r>8 80.24 ... Clear

me .«> 'Vi.v- ...ve naming
Louis 62 40 U9.70 ... Cloudy
Paul 38 31 29.82 ... Clear
slilngton... 52 40 20.04 ... Cloudy
LOCAL WEATHER RECORDS.

8 A. M. 8 P. M.
omoter 20.68 20.63
nidlty 0857
id.direction N.W.W.
id.velocity 1317
itlier Clear Pt.Cl'dy
-Ipltatlon ..

10 temperature In tills city yesterday, as ,

>rded by the official thermometer. Is
tvn In the annexed table:
L. M....40 IP. M....45 6 P.M. ...44
l. M 40 2 P. M.... 45 7 P. M 41
L. M 40 8P.lt 46 8 P.M.... 42
I. M 41 4 P. M 40 9 P. M 40
1 41 0 P. M 44 10 P. M 40

1021. 1020. 1921. 1020.
L. M. ... 40 41 6 P. M 44 30
1 41 42 9 P. M 40 58
AM 46 43 12 Mid 38 3d
Ighest temperature. 46. at 3 P. M.
itvest temperature, 30, at 4 A. M.
reraffo temperature, 41.

EVENTS TO-DAY.
owntown l.enguo, first annual dinner,
i'l Astor, 7 P. M.
m-rleiin flame Protective Association,
fermiee, Waldorf-Astoria, all day.
iternationrl Sporting Club, meeting, Hotel
nmodore, s P. M.
emorlal services for tlio late Dr. W
ace Hosklus. auditorium of New York
verslty Veterinary College, 331 llast
enty-sixth street, H:t3 P. if.
r. E. Moreseo will speak at a meeting
ler the auspices of the Netherlands
iinber of Commerce, Bankers Club, ISO
adway, 3 P. M.
ajor f.eori Fraser will speald at a
itlng of the National Safety Council,
el Commodore, beginning 10 A. M.
o\y York Academy of Sciences, meeting
section of biology, American Museum of
turnl History, Seventy^avwcrivli street
Central Park Wert, S;ts A

rof. Adolf lorcnz will speak a. a meet*
of the Society of Medical Jurlspru*

re. New York Academy of Merilclntu
West Forty-third street, 8:30 P. M.
ranslt Commissioner Lo Roy T. Harks
s will discuss "Some Aspects of th.
nsit Problem," nt a meeting of tho
ispect Heights Citizens' Association,
kley Institute, l.lncoln place ana
enth avenue, Brooklyn. H:1G P. M.
hail Uopal Mukerjl will lecture on "Tin
ritual Nature of the Hindu," before the
igue for Political Education, Town
1, 123 West Forty-third street, 11 A. M,
tostume Design," lecture for high school
iscs by Alice T. Coseo, Metropolitan
icuin of Art, 4 P. M.
eyer Padve will lecture on "Mld-Atlantto
tor," at the Educational Alliance, 187
it Broadway, 8 P. M.
emorial services In honor of Dr. Solomon
"chter, synagogue of the Jewish Theo*
cal Seminary, 531 West 123rd street,
i P. M.
Whore Our JttokCoincs From," will he
subject of * W<t!k"0 for school children,
erlcan Musedf* of Natural History.
enty-seventh street and Central Pari!
«t. 3 30 P. M.
ordham University Alumni Association,
ting, Hotel Commodore, 8 P. M.
nryland Society, mooting, Waldorf*
orin, 8 P. M.
idiaua Club, dinner. Hotel McAlptn, C
M.
nltod Real Estate Owners' Associations
'ting. Hotel Astor, 8 P. M.
ortlimd Cement Association, convention,
el Blltmoro, all day.
prtlflod Public Accountants, meeting,
Idorf-Astorla, 8 P. M.
jelety for New York Htato Woman, Riogt*
Hotel Astor, 2 P. M.

UBLIC LECTURES TO-NIGHT.
MANHATTAN AND THE BRONX,

rend or the Times lectures, "Our Nolgh.Mexico," will he given as follows:
shlngtoii Irving High School, Irving
re and Sixteenth street, by Prof. Nelson
Mead. Pilgrim Hall. Fifty-sixth street
Broadway, by Prof. William n. Otis,

rris High School, Boston road and 106th
et. The Bronx, by Arthur D. Ree*.
l»s Ada Sterling will lecture on_ "Plays
the Hour/* New York l'ttDiin l.torary,
npklns square branch, 331 East Tenth
at.
Hooks That Every One Should Knowkespearc's'Much Ado About Nothing,' "

I'rof. J. O. Cnrtcr Troop, at P. 8. 103.
M'est 108th street.

Recent Astronomical Discoveries," by
Garrett P- Servian, at P. S. 40, l'ftth
t and St. Nicholas nvenue. Illustrated

An Appeal for Simplicity In Music," by
Giuseppe A. P.andrrger, at P. f». 3D, 233

it Fifty-seventh street.
Tulltis Oaeear," by Mr. John F. Howard,
P. S. 137, St. Nicholas avenuo and 127th
H't.
l.ord Lister The Plrth of Modem Sur.
y," by isiael Welustein, at Labor ToniPoiirteenthstreet and Second avenue,

strated,
Alaska To-day." by Mlsn Victoria
>ltt, at St. rolumba Hall, 3-13 Wost
enty-flfth sirect. Illustrated.
Famous National and Patriotic Songs of
erica." by Mr. Lewis tv Armstrong, a\
V. Public Library. 103 West 138tb

>ct.
The History of Negro Folk Songs." hv

Cleveland Allen, at Kvander Chllds
S., l*4th street and Field place. The
mx.

GEDNEV FIRM ARRIVALS.
./_! !i.i, Tup Nmv York HpraM-.
Vhitk Plains, N. Y. Dec. 11..Avalsat the Qednoy Farm Hotel Include
«. Halpli Hammer, Flushlnif, N. Y, ;
is C. Lukenx, ChlcoRo; Mrs. JoJin E.
ilkor nnd Mrs. R. D. Chamber, Arty:Miss C. R'f'hapman, Flusliln*'.
«» K. Bowmnn, Plalnficlil, N. J.: M/».
I Mrs. B. Dickson and Mr. and Mrd.
in Hostand. N'ew York.

ho Associated Press Is exclusively entl'lsn
Ihe use for republication of all news desrh'srredlt'-d to It or not otherwise
illteil In this paper, anil also the local
is published herein.
II rlalils of republication of spcclsl do*,
chcs herein are al«o reserved,

/


